Sweetwater Becky’s Journey
by Gayle Stegmann, Gem State Mule Co.
lown and Country, Mo.

Sweetwater Becky, @ then one-year-old palomino molly
mule armived at Jucklin Racing Stables, Rathdrum, Idaho, in
the spring of 2010, She was a young racing prospect that
was given to me by Becky Reimers, who co-owns an accom
plished racing mule, Red Ticket. [ remember she was just a
[ur ball and onc of my first challenges was to take a pair of
clippers to her, Tam a litde obsessive when it comes 1o body
clipping all of our mules. She tried W long streteh kick me a
few umes, but for a young one that hadn't had this experience
belore, she did Farly well.

1 was cager to have the vel come out, wing her up o date
on her shots and give her 2 wellness check alter her long trip
up from Califomia. Dr. Nicole Leonard arrived that same af-
ternoon, and within & matter of 30 seconds ok one look at
her and said, “Uh oh...you have a problem.”™ She identified
her left front foot was clubbed severely and that this conld
cquate 1o a lifetime of lameness, laminitis and trauma to the
larmina of the toe arca, stiffness and pain. A ¢lub foot shows a
prominent coronary band and an upright angle w the hoof, It
sometimes is not visible 10 the eye, Lelt untreated, this likely
would atfect her soumndness in training and derail her ability
o race on the track. | have to admit, I was very uneducated
hoth visually and internally about club feet before I came by
way of this mule. | subsequently leamned that Becky’s dam, a
race mare, had a ¢lub foot and that genetics are the primary
cause of this problem,

I 1alked 10 my [ather, a scientist, who 15 ome of the most
knowledgeable men 1 know and a wonderful souree for gath
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ering mformation and providing direction. e was familiar
with Dr, Rustebakke in Clarkston, Washington, who performs
what is called “inferior cheek ligament desmotomy™ which is
@ treatment for contact flexor tendons in equines. The surpery
involves cutting the chock ligament and letting the deep flex
or lendon relax and take the pull off the coffin bone. Check
ligament is [requently performed on foals 2-8 months who
exemplity club feet,

My decision o put this young mule through surgery was
made immediately. [ wanted o insure that she would not
have to deal with a litctime of struggles with lameness, re
gurdless of whether or not she made it onto the uack. Farly
detection of a ¢lub foot is key 1o proper effective treatment.
The surgery is most ellective in young equines, six months of
age (typically the tme the club oot starts expressing itsell)
but there have been a few studies showing that mature horses
caa benelit from this surgery and go on (o have successful ac
uve athletic careers as well.

I drove Becky to Dr. Rustebakke’s vet clinic and left ber
there for a few days. e took x-rays and determined that
she not only had one club foot, but she had two and the one
that was the least visible 1o the common eye, was actually
the worse of the two, with the upright hool the toe having an
angle with the ground of 63.86 percent. We concluded that
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surgery would bepefit this mule greatly
and proceeded aecordingly, The resulr,
as you can see from the xomy, was xig

nificant. Both hoot angles came down
0 a more pormal level, approximately
33 and 54 percent or approximately a [0
percent drop. This surgery was consid

ered a sucecess.

We retumed Becky home and spent
gbowt a month changing bandages.
walking her and eating her wounds,
She recovered well and over the next
few years, training and normal sctivities

resumed as we moved her towards her rac
ing career, i, Rustehakke explained that
farrier input lollowing the Surgery is s im
portint as the surpery and wie osed 2 arcier
who was qute knowledpeable in this arca

with much experience in mrimming and 88

treating this hoot abnocmality.

As a thice year old, she made it on to

the race track. Her first race stant was in
Winnemupeca, Nevada. She went on to
rave on the tracks in California, including
Stwkto, Pleasanton, Ferndale, Fresno
and others, She was sound through her en
tire racing season, She dido't have o stel
Jar season so ber tacing career ended alter
2L My daughter Tyanne is now nding
and training her o be her gaming mule,
and my dad has her reserved for packing
and trail riding. She will have a very ver-
satile life filled with lots of activities. | am
so thankful that [ opted for this surgery as
Becky is an exceptional mule that deserves
a guality, pain free fulure.

Gavie Ntegmonn, Crem State Mule Com
pany con be yeached ar 500 993 6005 oF
cavle@ stepmanns.uy, Dy Rustebivike,
Clarkston, WA cun be reached at (509)
J58 (55

S T .*::.J=.-'->-.-:.":'..- = o vl e

See j-'r;:i-u at the GreatC e]ebrafmn Mutle and -

‘Donkey Show it Shelbyville, Fenir.;
Jaly 10-12

'3 ackson’s Western Store

'f""r.lp o, .‘.. '.---1.; afln..J_ “ (. is -'il'ruli"'.l't

I l?'_:t_\': (528)254- 3758 o1 I :
Todl i":':‘-e Wt-:;n:w' (866)‘}54 ] 8].‘)

: ,mu»:-.v J: 4Lksum1’m ‘esternStore. ccm '

— e et

Mules and Mmt M:guinc

]ACKSO\TS
Z20Ml i WESTERN %TORE

May Y14 = 49




